








OUR LAND, OUR LIFE STYLE, OUR LIVE LIHOOD 

STRUCTURE AND 

MANACEMENT 
Blackwood Biosecurity Inc. is a not for profit incorporated association guided by a general 

and executive committee comprised of volunteer community members representing 

their shires of Boyup Brook, Bridgetown-Greenbushes. West Arthur and Donnybrook­

Balingup South. 

Special thanks to our Office Bearers: from left: Marc Deas (Secretary), Marg 

Morton (Deputy Chair), Jenny Dewing (Treasurer), Ade South (Chair) and 

Erlanda Deas (Executive Minutes Secretary). 
---------�--

COMMITTEE 
Our thanks to the General Committee members elected at our 2018 A.G.M. 

Ade South 

Jenny Dewing 

Marc Deas 

Marg Morton 

Erlanda Deas 

Gwen Banks 

Andrew Longbottom 

Graham Banks 

Hugh Wheatley 

Graeme Peirce 

John Karlsson 

Julie Webber 

West Arthur Shire Representative: Alan Blencowe 

Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shire Representative: Julia Boyle 

Bridgetown-Greenbushes Community Landcare Representative: Cheryl Hamence 
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OUR L A N D. OUR LIFESTYLE. OUR LIVELIHO OD 

STAFF 

Executive Officer 
Sheila Howat 

Biosecurity Officer 
Jason Littlefair 
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Finance/Admin/Maps 
Jenny Carley 

Biosecurity Officer 
Andrew Corton 
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OUR LAND, OUR LIFESTYLE, OUR LIVELIHOOD 

PARTNERS,STAKEHOLDERS 
AND SUPPORTERS 

Thankyou to the many landholders who have welcomed the offer 

of assistance and invited us onto their properties. 

Department Primary Industries and 
Regional Development. DPIRD 
(Dr. Susan Campbell. Dr. Peter Adams. 
Jason Dearle, James Sheehan. Victoria 
Aitken. Simon Meriwether and Tim 
Thompson) 
Department Biodiversity Conservation 
and Attractions (DBCA) 

The Cidery 
Rylington Park 
Bridgetown Football Club 
Bridgetown Cricket Club 
Darkan Rifle Club 
Steelos Guns and Outdoor 
Blackwood Shooting Supplies 
Richfeeds Rural Supplies 

Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes 
Shire of West Arthur 
Shire of Donnybrook-Balingup 
Shire of Boyup Brook 

Mitre 10. Bridgetown 
Bridgetown-Greenbushes Community 
Landcare 

Main Roads W.A. 
Forest Products Commission (FPC) 
Bun bury Tree Farm Project 

Blackwood Environment Society 
South West Biosecurity Group Alliance 
Peel-Harvey Biosecurity Group 
Leschenault Biosecurity Group 

South West Catchment Council (SWCC) 
Talison Lithium 

Warren Biosecurity Group 

SOUTH WEST BIOSECURITY 

GROUP ALLIANCE 

Comprised of Blackwood Biosecurity Inc., Peel Harvey Biosecurity Group, 
Leschenault Biosecurity Group and Warren Biosecurity Group in order to establish: 

1. A shared platform for communicating important messages
beyond administrative boundaries.

: 2. A set of shared priorities for attracting expertise and 
•

• 
co-investment.

3. A shared voice for influencing policy development and
political decisions.

The Alliance has lobbied the Minister for Agriculture to increase DPIRD 
compliance activities. 

BLACKWOOD BIOSECURITY 2019 ANNUAL REPORT PAGE 7 



OUR LAN D, OUR LIFEST YLE, OUR LIVELI H OOD 

DECLARED PEST RATE 

COLLECTION 

The Commissioner of State Revenue through the Office of 

State Revenue (OSR) is responsible for issuing and collecting 

Declared Pest Rates. This is done in September/October each 

year. 

SHIRE C OUN CILS ARE N OT INVOLVED IN DEC LARED PEST 

R ATES. 

Postponement for pensioners 

Eligible pensioners can apply to the OSR to have their rate 

payments postponed. provided they meet the requirements 

under section 136 of the Biosecurity and Agriculture 

Management Act 2007. 

For more information on how to apply, please contact the OSR 

Contact details 

Declared pest rate process and calculation of rates -

Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development 

dpr@dpird.wa.gov.au. 1300 374 731 

Issue of rate notice and payment options - Office of State 

Revenue 

Web enquiry at: osr.wa.gov.au/bama 

(08) 9262 1199

Country callers: 1300 368 364 (local call charges)

Bronwyn Mitchell called on Blackwood Biosecurity for 

help after having foxes work their way into her very 

sturdy enclosures killing 19 of her cherished rare birds. 

Vertebrate Field Officer. Clinton Best. whistled up and 

dispatched five foxes for her the next night. and has 

gone on to remove many more. 

Bronwyn said: "I was a bit cross when I received 

my pest rate .... but I'm not cross anymore. More 

people should be using this service". 
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OUR LAN D, OUR LIFE S T YLE, OUR LIVELIHOOD 

E-newsletters Information stalls Radio interviews Cuest appearance 
on ABC Radio 

Officer Proflle: 

Regular articles: 

Mailbag 

The Bleat 

Biosecurity 

Officer 

Boyup Brook Gazette 

Greenbushes-Balingup 

Newsletter 

in local and 

Fairfax press. 

Preston Press 

Community events 
You will often find the Blackwood Biosecurity 

team at local field days and community events. 

Visit us again at this year's Upper Blackwood 

Agricultural Show at Dinninup. The Bridgetown 

Agricultural Show, Balingup Small Farm Field Day 

and "Storm in aTeacup" at Rylington Park. 
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Landholder inquiries on 

pest incursions: 

Rainbow lorikeet 

Tomato potato psyllid 

House sparrow 

European wasp 

Citrus gall wasp 

Pokeweed 

Work Experience: 

Hosted a four day experience 

for a high school student 

considering a career in pest 

animal control and weed 

management. 
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OUR LAND, OUR LIFESTYLE, OUR LIVELIHOOD 

BLACKWOOD BIOSECURITY 2019 ANNUAL REPORT 

Workshops 
Options for Rabbit 

Control Workshop 

Balingup 

Bridgetown 

Boyup Brook 

Shooters Workshop, 

lead up to Fox Shoots 

Boyup Brook 

1080 Bait Training & Fox 

Control Workshop 

Boyup Brook 

Bridal Creeper Rust 

Spreading Workshop 

Bridgetown and Balingup 
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OUR L A N D, OUR LIFESTYLE, OUR LIVELIHOOD 

FERAL 
ANIMALS 

• Removed 340 rogue foxes from townsites and rural properties

where requested.

• Set traps for inexperienced landholders and euthanised trapped

animals.

• Provided Monitoring cameras for landholder use.

• Shooter and fox control workshops.

• Released KS calicivirus, and in recent weeks distributed dead 

rabbits infected with new virus throughout operational area.

• On-site appraisals for rabbit control options.

• Hand held spotlights provided to landholders for monitoring.

• Smoke machine hire for landholders to identify warren openings.

• Provided rabbit traps for landholders and euthanise trapped 

animals where requested.

• Shot 340 rabbits and continue to manually remove virus resistant 

populations from burrows.

• Removed more than 180 feral pigs (mostly in West Arthur & 

Boyup Brook) at landholder request.

• Provided monitoring cameras, pre-feed.

• Established permanent feral pig traps with landholders.

• Negotiated MOU with DBCA to pursue and dispatch feral pigs on 

the public estate, when impacting on neighbouring farms.

• Stakeholder W.A. Feral Pig Strategy Review.

• Removed 19 feral cats.

• Traps available for landholders use.

EQUIPMENT HIRE TO LANDHOLDERS ON A 

REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT BASIS 
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OUR LAN D, OUR LIFESTYLE, OUR LIVELIHOO D  

DECLARED 
WEEDS 

• Provided support for the 2018 Cotton Bush 

Compliance Program and gearing up for the 

2019 with mandatory training complete.

• Tree levers available for hire by landholders 

for easy removal of mature cotton bush 

plants.

• Two bridal creeper workshops.

• Supplied rust. a bridal creeper biocontrol, to 

landholders
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BRIDAL CREEPER- HOW YOU 
CAN HELP STOP THE SPREAD 
A FREE COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 
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• Offered Blackberry Control Trials using very

low dose chemical. Trials were well

subscirbed in Bridgetown-Greenbushes and

Donnybrook-Balingup South.

• Trials to be offered again in Summer 2019.
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0475 774 551 

Forest Product Commission Forester Trevor 

Radford showing Blackwood Biosecurity 

Officers, Jason Littlefair and Andrew Gorton 

Poke Weed and lnkweed growing together. 

Community groups or landholders can hire weed levers to 

assist in weed control activities. They are great for pulling 

out mature cotton bush plants. 
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